
The Air Force National Invitational Drill 
Classic gave the Nation’s Capital a memorable 
clap of talented Air Force Blue drill thunder. 

Fired-up Drill Cadets 
Aim Higher  

at the
“Air Force Nationals”

The 7th annual Air Force National 
Invitational Drill Classic continued to bring 
together the finest Air Force JROTC drillers 
from across the United States for a single day of 
Air Force drill excellence! Freshly shaven faces 
for the male cadets and meticulously prepared 
hair for the females were the order of the day 
as all competitors were eager to display what 
thousands of hours of work can produce for 
these premiere Air Force drill units. 

Scores of high-flying blue-shirt drillers stormed 
the floor in 2007. Talented competition drillers 
from the JROTC mecca of Texas came locked 
and loaded but several dozen of the strongest 
drill programs across the Eastern United States 
from Massachusetts to Florida were ready for 
them. Throw in a few additional programs 
looking to sneak up on the title from Michigan 
and Colorado and then add a dash of kick-butt 
color guard from the hard-chargers at Jenks 
HS in Oklahoma, and you have all the earmarks 
for an amazing competition. And of course, 
the 2007 event did not disappoint as talented, 
dedicated cadets were everywhere! 

The Unarmed division champion repeated from 
2006 as Sandalwood HS again powered their 
way to the podium to take home the biggest 
hardware. Grabbing two 1st place trophies 
and a 2nd place trophy, the Silver Eagles 
from Jacksonville, Florida were not seriously 
challenged for their title, making their 700-mile 
post-event bus ride home far more raucous!

A tremendous battle ensued for the Unarmed 
Runner-up Title. The Centurions from Air 
Academy HS in the shadows of the Air Force 
Academy in Colorado went after the long-time 
unarmed drill powerhouse from Hialeah HS 
in Hialeah, Florida. In this cross-country 
showdown, Air Academy HS parlayed three 
strong trophy finishes (2nd-Color Guard, 3rd- 
Regulation, 4th-Inspection) and a solid finish in 
Exhibition to barely eak out a tight victory over 
the strong finishing Raiders Drill Team from 
Hialeah HS (2nd-Inspection, 3rd-Exhibition).

Amazing finishes were everywhere with eight 
competition areas occuring simultaneously in 
this colossal drill facility. With every head 
turn, a team was dazzling a judge somewhere 
in the building throughout the day! 

Highlighted top event finishes within the 
Armed Division included Spring Valley HS 
from Columbia, South Carolina grabbing two 
3rd place finishes (Regulation & Exhibition); 
Salem HS in Salem, New Hampshire taking 
home two 3rd place finishes as well (Inspection 
& Color Guard); and Franklin K. Lane HS 
in Brooklyn, New York nabbing a 2nd place 
finish in Regulation 
Drill. 

The Unarmed Division 
was just as deep with 
talent as Franklin K. 
Lane HS (Regulation), 
and Thomas C. Clark  
HS (Exhibition) each 
grabbed eye-popping  
1st place event finishes, 
along with DeWitt 
C l i n ton  HS  f rom 
Bronx, New York 
grabbing both a 3rd place 
(Color Guard) and 
4th place (Regulation) 
event finish. 

Event Keynote Speaker Col. Michael Phillips of AFJROTC HQ looks on as (L to R) Unarmed 
Division event Runner-up Air Academy HS, Unarmed Champion Sandalwood HS, Armed 
Champion Thomas C. Clark HS and Armed Runner-up Oak Ridge HS receive their awards. 
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The “Air Force Nationals” will undergo 
a massive revision in 2008 when Air 
Force JROTC HQ comes on board 
to support an Eastern & Western 
Championship in Georgia & Texas!

This year, base re-alignment greatly expanded 
the solid Andrews AFB judging support 
to encompass the entire 316th Air Wing  
in the greater Washington, DC area! This 
massive pool of community-minded judges with 
solid backgrounds in drill gave the event a 
hugely positive feel from the beginning. 

The biggest story at the 2007 event revolved 
around complete Texas domination of the event 
on the Armed side of the house, along with 
Florida strength powering to the top of the 
Unarmed side. 

Thomas C. Clark HS built on their strong 
finish in 2006 by grabbing trophies in 
every team event, to include three first 
place event finishes. The Centurion Guard 
drill team from San Antonio, Texas was 
unstoppable in grabbing their first overall 
Air Force Nationals title. Just behind in the 
Armed Runner-up slot, Oak Ridge HS from 
Conroe, Texas put together an extremely 
solid performance. The overall strength of 
the Mad Dogs drill team snagged three 
2nd place event finishes to greatly distance 
themselves from the rest of the tough Armed 
competition field. 

 A few of the event judges were impressed 
that these high school cadets could present 
themselves with bearing & poise rivaling many 
young active-duty airmen! Congratulations go 
out to all Air Force Nationals competitors who 
made the event so very memorable!

The “Air Force Nationals” will undergo the 
largest revision in its stellar history in 2008 
when the Air Force JROTC HQ will come 
on board as an official supporter. With this 
support, SNI will be expanding the competition 
to maintain both an Eastern (Macon, Georgia) & 
Western (College Station, Texas) Championship 
closely paralleling the successful Army Nationals. 
Specific dates, locations, and all information 
and entry material has been made available on 
the official Air Force Nationals website. 

SEE ALL THE EVENT SCORING DETAILS!

http://af.thenationals.net

Inspection competition judges look for the smallest of details 
to allow them to seperate the best teams for trophy placement.


