
Captivating drill performances were everywhere as the Air Force Nationals took a one year hiatus 
“South of the Border” at the largest Air Force-only drill competition held anywhere in the world!

team events! Led by an amazing 
1st place Inspection display, the 
Falcons drill team powered to 
the front to capture the Armed 
Division Overall Championship 
by a comfortable margin. 

Can this Coventry Air Force 
dynasty continue? With the 
recent retirement of drill guru 
MSgt. Dick LeBel , the 
untouchable drillers will need 
a new source of inspiration and 
knowledge to keep their program 
at such a high competitive level - 
and we at Sports Network would 
NOT bet against them!  

Other solid Armed Division finishes 
included: Franklin K. Lane HS 
(3rd-Color Guard 4th-Exhibition, 
5th-Regulation); Ridgeland HS (4th-Inspection 
and Color Guard); Shiloh HS (3rd-Regulation) 
and E.E. Smith HS (5th-Inspection).

UNARMED DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 
Being a primarily unarmed service, the unarmed  
competition at the Air Force Nationals is 
always an intense dogfight. This year, new 
talented teams were added to an already strong 
competition field to make exciting preformances 
as easy to find as a simple turn of the head! 
Every team in the hunt each had a single event 
which would prove their downfall, but which 
could prevail despite their Achilles’ heel?

2003 & 2005 Overall Unarmed Champion 
Southern Regional HS from Manahawkin, 
New Jersey looked to recapture their title and 
they were certainly in the mix until the end. 
Their competition style remained unchanged as 
they generally nail the “basic” events and then 
hang on in exhibition drill to win. The Blue 
Knights drill team grabbed 1st place finish in 
Inspection, 2nd in Regulation and 5th in Color 
Guard. However, a 15th place finish in Exhibition 
was not enough to repeat as champions in 
2006, leaving these tough cadets with a solid 
but unspectacular 23 placement points.

John Jay HS copied their strong Armed Division 
performance, touting a 3rd place Exhibition and 
two 4th place finishes in Inspection & Regulation. 
However, an unexpectedly low 12th place finish 
in Color Guard left the Snap II drill team tied 
with Southern Regional HS. Their raw point total 
broke the tie, earning them the 3rd place overall 
Unarmed finish. 

Local power Houston County HS (pronounced  
“how-stun”) from Warner Robins, Georgia 
stormed the floor with gusto, grabbing 

Out of the Blue at the “Air Force Nationals”The 6th annual Air Force National Invitational 
Drill Classic continues to bring together the 
finest Air Force JROTC drillers from across the 
United States for a single day of Air Force drill 
excellence! 2006 was another tremedous event! 
New powerhouse teams combined with long- 
time attendees to make the event one for the 
ages. Without any serious debate, the AFNIDC 
remains the largest and finest AFJROTC-only 
drill competition held anywhere in the world.  

Th i s  y e ar ,  the  78 th A i r  Bas e  Wing  
from Robins Air Force Base in Warner Robins, 
Georgia provided much of the logistical and 
judging support for the competition and the 
Macon Centreplex in Macon, Georgia provided 
the big-time, 10,000 seat arena needed for an 
event of this stature. These two entities were 
instrumental in making the 2006 event very 
special for all of the attending cadets! 

ARMED DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS
For three consecutive years, Coventry HS 
from Coventry, Rhode Island has ruled 
the Armed Division as undisputed Air Force 
JROTC champions. This year, two national drill 
powers (John Jay and Thomas C. Clark) joined 
the always tough competition field for the first 
time to make the 2006 Armed Division event 
the most competitive field in the history of the 
Air Force Nationals competition! Would the 
high flyers from the Ocean State have enough 
to defend their title...?

Spring Valley HS from Columbia, South 
Carolina grabbed the attention of onlookers 
early on, capturing three trophies (1st-
Exhibition, 3rd-Inspection, 5th-Color Guard) in 
this tough division. However, a poor 11th place 
finish in Regulation put the Vikings drill team 
out of top contention. 

Thomas C. Clark HS and John Jay HS both 
carried the flag to the Air Force Nationals 
from drill mecca San Antonio, Texas. With 
a national reputation for drill excellence, 
they were both primed and ready and did 
not disappoint! The Centurion Guard from 
Thomas C. Clark HS powered to the front 
early, grabbing a 1st place in Regulation and a 
2nd place in Inspection. However, two 6th place 
finishes in Color Guard and Exhibition left the 
door open. 

Always impressive John Jay HS made their trip 
from the Lone Star State count, grabbing a 1st 
place Color Guard and a 2nd place finish in both 
Regulation and Exhibition. These strong efforts 
had them well positioned. The Silver Eagles 
drill team took a hit with a 9th place Inspection 
finish, but that still gave them just enough to 
edge out Thomas C. Clark HS by a single 
quality point. But would it be enough to hold 
off multi-year champion Coventry HS?

Coventry HS started strong and stayed strong 
all day long, grabbing trophies in all four 

three trophies led by a 1st place finish within 
Exhibition drill. Sadly, a dismal 14th place finish 
in Regulation drill clipped their wings but 
couldn’t dampen their lofty spirits in capturing 
the Overall Unarmed Division Runner-up title 
by a single placement point over both John Jay 
and Southern Regional. 

After many years of being the bridesmaid, 
Sandalwood HS from Jacksonville, Florida 
put everything together with just the right 
formula to capture the 2006 Unarmed Overall 
Championship title! The Silver Eagles drill 
team earned three trophies (1st-Color Guard, 
2nd Exhibition, 5th-Regulation) and a soft 9th 
place Inspection finish couldn’t keep these 
determined cadets out of the final champions 
photo. Their margin of victory was convincing 
in this always tight competition.  

Other top Unarmed Division finishes included: 
Thomas C. Clark HS (2nd-Inspection, 4th-
Exhibition); E.E. Smith HS (1st-Regulation); 
Pine Ridge HS (2nd-Color Guard); Plainfield 
HS (3rd-Color Guard); and Franklin K. Lane 
HS (3rd-Regulation). 

The “Air Force Nationals” enjoyed the Peach 
State but look forward to a move back to the 
Nation’s Capital in late March, 2007! Schools 
from across the country interested in attending 
the 2007 event should check the official website 
at: http://af.thenationals.net. On the web, 
schools can download the event SOP, score 
sheets, invitation and download the event 
registration form to gain a competition space. 

We at SNI hope to see your Air Force JROTC 
drill unit in Landover, Maryland on Friday, 
March 23rd, 2007 for the single finest gathering 
of AFJROTC drill excellence ever!

Cadets throughout both the Armed and Unarmed competition divisions were 
fully prepped and ready for excellence as eye-popping performances proved 
to be the norm not the exception at the famous 2006 Air Force Nationals. 
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