The 5" axyual Narvional Capiral
Invitational Drill Classic broughr
rogether another outstanding group of Air
Foree Junior ROTC units from all corners
of The United States, including REDRESENTATIVES
rRom 19 states as [ar away as Colorado,
Michican, Texas, Florida & New Hampshire.
The TRemexdous diversity In GEOGRAPHY WaAS
in stark conTrasT T THE Amazing uniformiTy
on The drill Hoor as caders displaved laser-
quided focus on THe goal ol a strong finish
a1 THE EVEnT THat Has Grown 10 bE known as
THe “Air Force Narionals, " Fresh [aces marched
INTO COMPETITION AREAS TO show how
rhousands of hours of Training Have
rransformed these previere AFIROTC
caders into lean, mean drilling machines!
Withour ouestion, the NCIDC remains THE
largest and finest AFIROTC-only Nartional
drill comperition Held avywhere in The world.

Each March, the "Air Force Natiovals"
provides unparalleled vemories tor The
compeTing caders, bath on and off The drill
floor. The 89 Airlifr Wing frov Andrews
AFB provides much of the logistical support
for THe compeTition and The Prince George's
Sports & Learning Cowmplex in Landover,
Maryland  provides the  [irst-€lass
surroundings needed for an event ol this
STATURE. THESE Two ENTITIES pROVIDE THE ONE-
wo puxch that helped 1o make the 200% event
very special for THE arrending caders!

ARMED DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS

Midwestern powerHouse Bellevue West HS
from Bellevue, Nebraska displaved the tvpr
ol Hair and showmanship that had given Them
the Reputation as THE Team 10 brat at THe
2007 covperition. As THE SCORES camr N,
they did ~ot fail 1o disappoint. The Lady
Silent Sentry drill unit pur up iMpressive
finvishes in all four Team events, with an
especially eve-popping 1 place finish in
Exhibimion drill which helped them 1o their
Runner-Up finish. However, with near Hawless
precision on THE requlation side, Coventry
HS from Coventry, Rhode Island powered
THeiR way 1o A Third cowsrcutive Armed
Division crown. Brute strength was The
deciding factor as the Falcons drill team
garnvered | place finishes in Inspection,
Recularion & Color Guard events. A 4™ place
finish in Exhibition gave this Ocean Srarc
dy~asty all The guality points ThHey needed 10
wRrAD Up THEIR vicTory Handily.

A log jam of schools vied for 2 place with
flasky Spring Valley HS frow Columbia,
South Carolina grabbing third. The Vikings
drill ream were paced by strong 7% place
showings in borh Requlation & Exhibition
rvenTs, allowing them 1o cke out The TigHT vicTory
ovir 47 place overall finishicr Franklin K. Lane

A Blaze of Glory ar the “Air Force NaTionals”

Both the Armed & Unarmed competitions were filled with impressive cadets all looking to
make their mark at the largest Air Force only drill competition held anywhere in the world!

HS from Brooklyn, New York (2% Recularion
and 4" Inspection). Just missing in 2" place
overall was E.E. Smith HS [rom Favereville,
North Carolina despite rophy placemenis

within Inspecrion, Color Cuard and Exhibition

Othier solid Arved Divisiow finishes included:
Warren HS (2" Inspection); Springfield
Central HS (27-Exhibition): Burncoar HS
(Zrd-Color Guard): North Quincy HS (5"~
Color Guard); Oxon HillHS (7"-Requlatioy)
awd Lackey HS (5" InspecTion).

UNARMED DIVISION

The 200% Unarvied Division CovpeTition is
always a doglight bur this vear, Even MORE
STRONG TEAMS WERE paRrT Of THE mix, making tHe
[inal ourcome ruly up for Grabs Berween 4
half-dozen ivpressive programs,

2007 Overall Unarmed Champion Southern
Regional HS [rov Manahawkin, New Jersey
vowed 1o return 10 excellence in 200% and
they did. Using their patented styvle of pounding
The “basic” events for all They are worth and
Then havging o inexhibition drill, the Blue
Knights drill ream grabbed 17 place finishes in
both Inspecrion & Color Guard, a sirong 7
place Reqularion linish, and then Keld on with
an 8™ place finish i Exhibition drill 1o bring
howe the sitle. With THe recent departure of
drill zen master MSqr. Lee Messina, Sauthery
Regional HS will need 1o work extra Hard 10
MAINTAIN THE STRONG PROGRAM THEY HAVE CREATEC.

With an eerily sivilar ouvalin 1o the 2004
covpetition, Sandalwood HS frow
Jacksonville, Florida gave T evervihing THEY
Had bur again came up jusT sHoRT by CapTURING
the Unarved Overall Rusner-up 1itle. The
Silver Eagles drill team earned thiree rrophies
with only an unusually sofr 6 place Exhibition
finish keeping THe TEAM [ROM
making Up THE single quality
poinT They needed 1o close the
gap and claiv overall victory.

Another TighT finisHer was THe |

always-tough Oxon Hill HS
from just down THE rRoad in §
Oxon Hill, Maryland. With
three awesome Trophy finishirs
(2*-Requlation, 7*-Color
Cuard & Ex), only a hard Luck [l
% place in InspecTion kept
the Blue Guard drill tEam
frov gaining THE TiTlE and

Flashy Bellvue West HS caprivated the crowd
vs NO TEAM Has ever done before with
ArGUABLY the finest Unarmed Exliibition routing
cver witvessed! This impressive 1 place finish
in Exhibition drill paced av overall strong
perforvance and gave THis well-rounded
prograv 4 4 place overall finish. Lackey HS
frov Indian Head, Maryland also built on
THEIR sTRONG 27 place Exhibition 1o gain 7™
place overall in THe Unarmed Division,

Orther Unarmved Division finishes included:
Springfield Central HS (2"-Color Guard);
East Henderson HS (4"-Inspection, 5"
Exhibition); Burncoar HS (4"-Color
Guard); Plainfield HS (4"-Exhibition);
Surrartisville HS (4"-Requlation) and E.E.
Smith HS (5"-Requlation).

The “Air Force Natiowals” will 7ake a one-
vear Hiatus fronm The nation's capimal in 2006
o move sauth, allowivg AFIROTC schools
i the southern portion of The United Siares
THE OpPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN THis amazing
comperition. Macon, Grorgia will be the host
citv for the 2006 National Capital [nvitarional
Drill Classic, This drill weekend will also
coincide with Macon's Intervational Cherry
Blossom' Festival! Schools from across the
United States interested in atrending the
upeoming 2006 competition should chieck our
the ofbcial event website at: hrrp://
af.thenarionals.ner. On the website, schiools can
download thHe event SOP. score sheers, official
inviTaTioN & MOosT IMpORTANT, schiools can
download The event regisTration forv, covplere i,
and bE considered for ACCEPTANCE INTO THE EVENT,

We a1 SNI hope 10 see vour uniT iy Macoy,
Crorgia on Friday, March 241h, 2006 for
a MosT exciting & memorable display o
AFIROTC drill excellence!

forced Thew 1o serrle for o The four schools capturing Overall Championshipaml Runne-uf hardware had

7" place overall finish.
-7-

a great deal fo smile about upon wrapping up an intense AF

ROTC event!




