irry-Nine Highly morivated schools
with sixty drill Tteams from

SIXTEEN STATES WERE A paRT of History
at the 2nd annual Air Force JROTC
National Drill Championships. With
historic Washingron, DC as the backdrop,
each Spring The "Air Force Nartionals'
provides an exciting blend of Arved and
Unarmed covperition divisions exclusively for
AFIROTC caders frRom ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

On hand from HQ AFOATS/IR, Col. Brian
King had the unigue opportunity 10 see Much
of the event and was highly impressed! More
imporTantly, Col. King was able 1o interact
with hundreds of caders during The day, as

Both drill competitions
featare four feam ecvents
within Goth the
Arvmed & Unarmed Divisions:
Tnspection, Regulation.
Colon Guarnd & Erhibition

well as deliver a stronG address ar The
closing-nNight Awards Ceremony. His
artendance And THE ON-GOiNG suppoRrT of
HQ AFOATS/IR make this event berrer for
all parricipating schools. Every cadet in
arrendance THAT day will rRemember THEIR
weekend experience at THE Air FoRrce
Narionals long afrer their AFJROTC days
ARe behind THew!

ARMED DIVISION

The Armed Division was a barrle berween
six schools througHout ThHe day. The
slightest mistake by these top finishers
affected the extire event finish. THe Tension
Hung thick in The air at THE awards
CEREMONY As NO clear overall Winner was
APPARENT As THE EVENT TROpPHIES WoRked THEIR
wAy from THE stage 10 The bleachers.

Using consistency as the key 10 success,
Coventry HS [rom Coventry, Rhode Island
Grabbed The Arvied National Championship.
The Red Falcons were the only drill team
in THE enTire Event 10 TROphy in all four
TEAM EVENTS, despite failing 1o win any single
event! (2*-Inspection, Requlation, and
Color Cuard; 7"-Exhibition). Coventry
worked Hard for their championship and it
showed. Led by long-tive drill Guru MSgr.
Dick LeBel, the Coventry armed drill Team
capped A strong drill season with THEIR
wiN in THE Nation's capiTal!

(ross imto the BLUE at the Air Force Nationals
Air Force cadets & instructors converge on the Nation's Capital and push back
the envelope to find the best and brightest drill teams the Air Force has to offer.

Hialeah HS again Grabbed the rusner-up
position. THe Vipers drill Team from Hialeah,
Florida for THe second vear in A Row earned
™wo 17 place finishes (this year, in Inspection
& Requlation) but a 4™ place Color Guard
finish and a 9" place finish in Exhibition cost
them A chance at grabbing the Title! Finishing
in 7! place overall was the 2001 Armied
Chawmpion Lackey HS. The Ruf Ryders acain
finished stronG, capruring both The Color
Cuard and ExhHibirion-comperitions, but a
viry soft 12" place finish in Regulation drill
killed 7he possibility of a reprar chiampionship.

Othier stronG Armed Division finishes were
viarked by: Central HS (Exhibition-2+);
Largo HS (Color Cuard-7): Southeast
HS (Inspection-3%, ExHibition-4™,
Requlation-7"); Anchor Bay HS (Exhibirion-
5, Inspection-4"); and Surrattsville HS
(Requlation-7™, Inspection-7™).

UNARMED DIVISION
The Unarmed Division was another classic
“bartle 1o THe finish!” So wmany Ffine
schools pur forth solid diplays of drill
Talent; making for a difficult day all around
for THE judges! WHen the bartle was over,
A STATE powerhouse stepped up and rRang
the bell as Southern Regional HS frow
Manabawkin, New Jersey caprured the
Unarmed Chavipionship. The Blue Knighits
drill tTeAm powered Their way 10 T plack in
both Inspection &
Requlation and a 5"
place finish in Color
Guard. A poor finish in
Exkibirion opened The
door, bur No oTHER TEAM
Had the overall strengTh
1o take advanTage.
Trained and prepared by
MSqgt. Lee MEessina
(check our  Their
AWESOME WEDSITE AT:
www.srsd.org/jrorc),
The drill masTers from
the Carden Srare look o
CONTINUE THEIR dominance
into 2007 and beyond.

JusT missing an UnarmEed
championship by a single

-9-

Coventry High School from Coventry, Rhode Island displays the joy that
comes with capturing an Air Force Armed Division National Championship.

ouality point, Lackey HS pur forth a
supreme Effort bur landed just shorr.
Displaying grear balance, the Ladies of
Destruction TRophied in two events (4%
INspecTion, 5™ -Exhibition) while finishing no
lower THAN 8™ iN ANy EVENT.

Hialeah HS ~abbed a 7* place overall
finish. The Sinisters drill Teav earned Two
Ist place finishes (Color Guard, Exhibition)
bur poor Inspection & Requlation events
cost THe Sinisters A shot ar THe Title.

Oniker top Unarmied Division finishes included:
Sandalwood HS (2*“Inspecrion & Color
Cuard); Southeast HS (2-Exhibirion, 4™
Requlation); Walrer Stebbins HS (24
Reculation); Surrarsville HS (7-Reqularion,
4"-Exhibirion); Newburgh Free Ady. (3*-
Inspection); Sandalwood HS (7*-Color
Guard) and Oxon Hill HS (3*-Exhibirion).

Rarely do caders ger ThHe chance 1o
pARTICIpATE IN A firsT-class drill event while
Also 1ouring THE capital of our Grea nation.
Changes are in store for The 2003 AF
Narionals making it evex berrer! Check
out THE olficial SNI drill website ar:
(hrrp://drill.ThenATiONALS.NET) . WF AT

SNI Hope TO SEE yOU NEXT YEAR iN THE
Nartion's Capital for an exciting showing
of Air Force JROTC drill excellence!




